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were captivated by the beauty of the unspoiled
beaches, tall trees and dense forest. As the
colonists approached the shore, Indians were
waiting with bows and arrows. But the crew
yelled out an Indian calling ‘‘Appada’’ meaning
peace and the Indians withdrew their bows
and welcomed them to shore. The Indians
shared their food and the English colonists
gave them goods such as knives, beads and
tobacco. Auendaugh-bough was the name of
the settlement when the English colonists ar-
rived but the name was later shortened to
Awendaw.

Awendaw is a special place. The arms of
nature surrounds it and radiates its beauty.
The Cape Romain Wildlife Refuge, the Francis
Marion Forest and the Santee Coastal reserve
create a natural wall of protection around the
area. Hunting and fishing are still a means of
getting food just as it was for the Seewee Indi-
ans.

The Churches of the Awendaw community
are a ‘‘testimony of their faith.’’ The Ocean
Grove (formerly Pine Grove), Mt. Nebo A.M.E,
Ocean Grove United Methodists and First
Seewee Missionary Baptist are all historical
churches that play a significant role in the
lives of the people who live there.

In November 1988, the people of Awendaw
began its fight to become a town. For four
years, the people gathered once a month at
the Old Porcher Elementary School to plan,
organize and share information with the peo-
ple. There were many hurdles set before the
people of Awendaw by the Justice Depart-
ment. In 1989, Hurricane Hugo interrupted the
process, but it was resumed in 1990. The
Awendaw community made two unsuccessful
attempts to incorporate. Finally, after the third
try, the Secretary of State granted a certificate
of Incorporation on May 15, 1992. On August
18, 1992, the town of Awendaw elected its
first mayor the Rev. William H. Alston. The
first town council were Mrs. Jewel Cohen, Mrs.
Miriam Green, the Rev. Bryant McNeal and
Mr. Lewis Porcher (deceased).

This year the town of Awendaw will cele-
brate ten years of incorporation. The town has
grown from 175 to over 1,000 in population.
Over the last seven years, the town of
Awendaw has become famous for its annual
Blue Crab Festival. This grand celebration
brings thousands of people from neighboring
communities to share in the festivities.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues would
join me in a salute to one of God’s little won-
ders, the Town of Awendaw, South Carolina.
‘‘Thank God for small towns and the people
who live in them.’’
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the outstanding work of Missouri
State Representatives Dan Hegeman and
Charlie Shields, whose legislative achieve-
ments will be honored by the Northwest Mis-
souri Republican Club on July 26, 2002.

As a member of the Missouri State Legisla-
ture since 1991, Mr. Hegeman represents Mis-

souri’s 5th District. A dairy farmer by trade,
Mr. Hegeman is involved with a number of
community organizations including: the An-
drew Buchanan Community Council of Amer-
ican Cancer Society; Northwest Missouri Area
Health Education Center Board; and, the Sa-
vannah, Maysville, and Albany Chambers of
Commerce.

Mr. Shields, also a State Representative, is
from Missouri’s 28th District. In 1992, Rep-
resentative Shields was named ‘‘Outstanding
Freshman Legislator’’ by House Republicans
and in February of 2002 was named Legislator
of the Year during the Republican State Lin-
coln Days in Springfield. As a project coordi-
nator for Heartland Health System in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, Mr. Shields has done impor-
tant work in the areas of elementary, sec-
ondary, as well as, higher education, mental
health advocacy, and community develop-
ment.

Please join me in honoring Missouri State
Representatives Dan Hegeman and Charlie
Shields for their tireless work in representing
their communities and their outstanding dedi-
cation to the great State of Missouri.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today I stand
before this body of Congress and this nation
to honor a western visionary and World War II
veteran who recently passed away. Pete
Seibert contributed selflessly to our nation in
its time of need and I thank him for his unre-
lenting passion and valor. Pete was a remark-
able man and his actions during and after
World War II are the essence of everything
that makes this country great.

Pete Seibert is a veteran of the 10th Moun-
tain Division of the Army, which studied and
trained in Colorado. His platoon fought Ger-
man forces in Italy’s Po Valley, using their ex-
ceptional mountaineering skills to enable them
to overcome the Germans. Regardless of his
bravery, Sergeant Seiber was wounded on
Mount Terminale in Italy and utterly destroyed
his kneecap and femur. Yet, his injuries led to
an honorable discharge at the young age of
twenty-two, which enabled him to pursue his
dreams.

After World War II, Pete returned to Colo-
rado, the state that provoked his passion for
the mountains during his training in the 10th
Mountain Division to turn his visions into a re-
ality. He arrived in Aspen in 1946 and despite
hampering injuries from war began working as
Ski Patroller. His determination to reclaim his
expert skiing skills prevailed, and in 1947 he
won the downhill, slalom, and combined com-
petitions in the Rocky Mountain Champion-
ships. Moreover, he became a member of the
1950 U.S. Alpine Ski team, a great honor.
However, he is now more famously known in
Colorado as the co-founder of Vail Ski Resort
in 1959, he became a familiar image that rep-
resents Vail to many. Despite local skepticism
from existing ski resorts, Pete traveled around
the country to raise revenue to build the
mountain, and refused to give up. In 1970 his
perseverance paid off when Ski Magazine

ranked Vail first rate and claimed it to be an
amazing resort for all ages. Needless to say,
Vail’s business boomed, and its legacy is now
world-renowned. In fact, in 2000 Ski Magazine
listed him as the 3rd most influential skier of
all time and in 2001, Vail named its most re-
cent addition after Mr. Seibert; respectfully
calling it ‘‘Pete’s Bowl’’.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me today in
celebrating the life of Pete Seibert who re-
cently lost his battle with cancer. He overcame
enemies of freedom, crippling war injuries, and
literally ascended to the mountaintop in pursuit
of his dreams. Pete had a remarkable spirit
that empowered all who knew him. I would like
to express my deepest condolences to his
friends and family.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, While citizens in
this country take for granted the freedom of
the press, there are nations in this hemisphere
where journalists are still victimized by their
governments for exposing injustices in their
societies. In Panama, despite the apparent tri-
umph of democracy following the arrest of
Manuel Noriega and the U.S. intervention in
that country, inquisitive journalists such as
Miguel Antonio Bernal are treated as criminals
because they dare to speak out on otherwise
taboo subjects.

The following documents were prepared by
Sarah Watson, Laura McGinnis and Karen
Smith, Research Associates at the Wash-
ington-based Council on Hemispheric Affairs
(COHA). Watson’s article, entitled Press Free-
dom in Panama: Going, Going, Gone, was
distributed as a memorandum to the press on
May 30 and appeared in the June 1 issue of
the organization’s highly estimable biweekly
publication, the Washington Report on the
Hemisphere. It examines the ongoing plight of
Miguel Antonio Bernal—a plucky professor-
journalist—who was acquitted on trumped-up
charges brought by former police chief Jose
Luis Sosa, but now faces Panama’s attorney
general appealing his legal setback to a higher
court and his intention to silence the voice of
a man who cried out against government
abuse in his country. The interview of the
highly regarded Bernal was conducted by
COHA researchers McGinns and Smith, and
reveals the journalist’s personal perspective
on the state of free speech in his country. It
appeared in the July 11 issue of the Wash-
ington Report on the Hemisphere.

These documents should be of great rel-
evance to my colleagues as they demonstrate
the severity of the situation in Panama, and
the need for continued international scrutiny of
cases that threaten the freedom of speech
and the right to dissent.

PRESS FREEDOM IN PANAMA: GOING, GOING,
GONE

On May 29th, Judge Lorena Hernandez an-
nounced her decision on a criminal slander
case that made headlines in Panama and
throughout Latin America. In a victory for
the forces defending freedom of speech and of
the press, she acquitted one of Panama’s
leading intellectuals and activists, Miguel
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